Since Robson & Botros (1961) described the inhibitory effect of 5-hydroxytryptamine (5-HT) on the sexual development of mice, the hypothalamus has been postulated as a possible site for the action of the exogenous 5-HT. In the rat, introduction of serotonin directly into the third ventricle prevented maturation in normal female animals (Corbin & Schottelius, 1961) The animals in all groups showed vaginal openings between 36 and 38 days of age. However, there was a great difference in the time taken by the two groups to reach maturity.
stered to young animals. Koe & Weissman (1966) These results show that a depletion of the brain stores of 5-HT may delay maturation of female rats in the same way that was previously described for 5-HT administration. This would indicate that disruption of physiological variations in 5-HT concentration in the hypothalamus or other brain regions (Quay, 1968) 
